Message in a Bottle Book Report

1.  Choose and read a historical fiction book that is in your reading level.
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2. The main character had decided to send a message in a bottle to share and express what he or she has learned from his or her experiences to help others understand important life lessons. 

    Materials needed

    * bottle (large plastic soda bottles work well)

    * construction paper

    * scissors, rulers, ribbon

    * stickers, glitter glue, tissue paper, glue sticks or rubber cement

    * markers, crayons, colored pencils

3.  Decorate the bottle with symbols that relate to the main character’s message and to the theme of the story.  On the bottom (base) of the bottle, write your name, the book title and author’s name.  

4.  You need to write a letter from the main character’s point of view. The letter should express the main character’s feelings about the life lessons he or she has learned throughout the course of the story. The letter needs to be typed or neatly written.  Unlike the picture above—make it EASY to get the letter out of your bottle—you and your teacher will both need to be able to remove it with ease (remember adult fingers are larger).
Use the sample letter written below as a model for your writing. 


May 1945

    To Whoever Finds This Bottle:

      My name is Annemarie Johansen, and I am a twelve-year-old girl who lives in Copenhagen, Denmark. Today the war ended, and the Nazis who 

    lives in Copenhagen, Denmark. Today the war ended, and the Nazis have been defeated. All over Denmark people are celebrating and bells are 

   ringing. Finally, we are free!  In the last two years I have learned so much. Encountering the Nazi soldiers and their dogs taught me that real courage means facing your fears and moving through them to do what your heart tells you is right and just. Because the Danish people followed their hearts, we saved thousands of lives by hiding and transporting our Jewish friends to safety.

      I’ve also learned how devastating and hideous war is. My heart ripped apart when a Nazi military car ran over my sister Lise. My friends as well as my family suffered grievously. My best friend Ellen Rosen and her parents had to leave their home and country just because they were 

   Jewish. The Nazis were killing the Jews by the thousands, so we had to protect our friends by helping them escape. Then Lise’s fiancé’ Peter, who saved hundreds of Jews’ lives, was captured and executed in the public square at Ryvangen. I wept for days and woke up screaming from 

   nightmares in which I relived Peter’s and Lise’s tragic deaths. I pray for an end to man’s inhumanity to man. But even in the face of evil and horror that surrounds us, love and goodness prevailed because we acted with justice, compassion, courage, and conviction. Each of us listened to that still, small voice within us that guides us toward the light, and today the light conquered the darkness.

    If you find this letter, read it to your friends and family. Pass it from house to house. Let people hear my message and create a world where 

   peace, justice, and human kindness prevail.

   Love,

   Annemarie Johansen   
