
 
 
 
 
When you are solving a division word problem, you may need to interpret the remainder. This means that you will have to 
decide how the remainder relates to the answer and what you should do with it. When you interpret a remainder, you have 
three choices: 
 
 
 Round it 

Rounding the remainder means that 
you round it up and include it in the 
answer. In other words, you are 
adding one more to the quotient so 
that everyone or everything will be 
included. 
 
Example: 

Seventeen people are attending a 
dinner party. Each table at the party 
can seat five people. How many 
tables will be needed? 

 
17 people ÷ 5 (seats) = 3 (tables) 
R 2 (extra people) 
 
Since the 2 extra people cannot sit 
on the floor, you will need to round 
the remainder and add 1 extra table, 
giving you an answer of 4 tables.  
 
Tip: 
Use Round it whenever you can't 
leave people, animals, or things out. 

Drop it 
Dropping the remainder (sometimes 
called ignoring the remainder) 
means that you are not using it in the 
answer at all.  
 
Example: 
 
There are seventeen marbles and 
five girls. How many marbles will 
each girl get if the marbles are 
divided equally? 
 

17 (marbles) ÷ (5 (girls) = 3 (marbles 
per girl) R 2 (extra marbles) 
 
Since it is not possible to split the 2 
extra marbles among the 5 girls, the 
2 extra marbles are dropped or 
ignored. They are not part of the 
answer at all.   
 
Tip: 
Use Drop it when you cannot easily 
divide the remainder and when 
rounding up does not make sense.  
 

Share it 
Sharing the remainder means that 
you are  including the remainder in 
the answer and reporting it as a 
fraction or a decimal.  
 
Example: 
 
Kip  and Henry have made five cups 
of lemonade. How much lemonade 
will each boy drink if they both drink 
the same amount? 
 

5 (cups) ÷ 2 (boys) = 2 (cups each) 
R 1 (extra cup) 
 
Since 1 cup can easily be divided 
between the 2 boys, each boy can 
have an extra half cup, making the 
answer 2½ cups. The remainder is 
shown as a fraction.  
 
Tip: 
Share it is often used with money, 
food, and measurement. Use Share it 
when you can easily and equally split 
the remainder and it makes sense to 
do so.   
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Interpreting the Remainder 

Rounding the remainder means that you round it up and include it in the 
answer. In other words, you are adding one more to the quotient so that 
everyone or everything will be included. 
 
Example: 

23 girl scouts are going camping. Four girls can  
sleep in one tent. How many tents will they need? 
 

23 (girls) ÷ 4 (sleeping spots) = 5 (tents) 
R 3 (extra girls) 
 
Since 3 girls will need a place to sleep, they must bring an extra tent. The 
remainder of three girls is rounded up and is included in the answer, 
which is 6 tents.  
 
Tip: Use Round it whenever you can't leave people, animals, or things out. 
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Interpreting the Remainder 

Dropping the remainder (sometimes called ignoring the remainder) means 
that you are not using it in the answer at all.  
 
Example: 

23 girl scouts want to roast marshmallows.   
There are 50 marshmallows in the bag.  
How many marshmallows will each girl get?  
 

50 (marshmallows) ÷ 23 (girls) = 2 (marshmallows  
per girl) R 4 (extra marshmallows) 
 
Since 4 marshmallows cannot easily be divided between 23 girls, the 4 
extra marshmallows are dropped or ignored. They are not a part of the 
answer.  
 
Tip: Use Drop it when you cannot easily divide the remainder and when  
         rounding up does not make sense.  
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Interpreting the Remainder 

Sharing the remainder means that you are including the remainder in the 
answer and reporting it as a fraction or a decimal.  
 
Example: 

Molly needs two pieces of rope to set up her tent.  
She has one piece that is eleven feet long.  
How long will each piece be if she cuts the rope  
into two equal pieces?  
 

11 (feet of rope) ÷ 2 (pieces) = 5 (feet of rope per piece) 
R 1 (extra foot of rope) 
 
Since 1 foot of rope can easily be shared between the two pieces, it can 
be split in half and added to the answer as a fraction: 5½ feet.  
 
Tip: Share it is often used with money, food, and measurement. Use  
         Share it when you can easily and equally split the remainder and it  
         makes sense to do so.   
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Teachers Pay Teachers Store 

Use this Interpreting the Remainder 
handout and the three posters to help 
teach this challenging concept to your 
students.  
 
For more practice with interpreting 
remainders, you may want to check out this 
set of Division  Word Problem Task Cards.  
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